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Here, as in the preceding articles, it is not a question of philanthropy but of right. Hospitality 

means the right of a stranger not to be treated as an enemy when he arrives in the land of another. 

One may refuse to receive him when this can be done without causing his destruction; but, so 

long as he peacefully occupies his place, one may not treat him with hostility. It is not the right 

to be a permanent visitor that one may demand. A special beneficent agreement would be needed 

in order to give an outsider a right to become a fellow inhabitant for a certain length of time. It is 

only a right of temporary sojourn, a right to associate, which all men have. They have it by virtue 

of their common possession of the surface of the earth, where, as a globe, they cannot infinitely 

disperse and hence must finally tolerate the presence of each other. Originally, no one had more 

right than another to a particular part of the earth. 

Uninhabitable parts of the earth--the sea and the deserts--divide this community of all men, but 

the ship and the camel (the desert ship) enable them to approach each other across these unruled 

regions and to establish communication by using the common right to the face of the earth, 

which belongs to human beings generally. The inhospitality of the inhabitants of coasts (for 

instance, of the Barbary Coast) in robbing ships in neighboring seas or enslaving stranded 

travelers, or the inhospitality of the inhabitants of the deserts (for instance, the Bedouin Arabs) 

who view contact with nomadic tribes as conferring the right to plunder them, is thus opposed to 

natural law, even though it extends the right of hospitality, i.e., the privilege of foreign arrivals, 

no further than to conditions of the possibility of seeking to communicate with the prior 

inhabitants. In this way distant parts of the world can come into peaceable relations with each 

other, and these are finally publicly established by law. Thus the human race can gradually be 

brought closer and closer to a constitution establishing world citizenship. 

But to this perfection compare the inhospitable actions of the civilized and especially of the 

commercial states of our part of the world. The injustice which they show to lands and peoples 

they visit (which is equivalent to conquering them) is carried by them to terrifying lengths. 

America, the lands inhabited by the Negro, the Spice Islands, the Cape, etc., were at the time of 
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their discovery considered by these civilized intruders as lands without owners, for they counted 

the inhabitants as nothing. In East India (Hindustan), under the pretense of establishing economic 

undertakings, they brought in foreign soldiers and used them to oppress the natives, excited 

widespread wars among the various states, spread famine, rebellion, perfidy, and the whole 

litany of evils which afflict mankind.  

China and Japan (Nippon), who have had experience with such guests, have wisely refused them 

entry, the former permitting their approach to their shores but not their entry, while the latter 

permit this approach to only one European people, the Dutch, but treat them like prisoners, not 

allowing them any communication with the inhabitants. The worst of this (or, to speak with the 

moralist, the best) is that all these outrages profit them nothing, since all these commercial 

ventures stand on the verge of collapse, and the Sugar Islands, that place of the most refined and 

cruel slavery, produces no real revenue except indirectly, only serving a not very praiseworthy 

purpose of furnishing sailors for war fleets and thus for the conduct of war in Europe. This 

service is rendered to powers which make a great show of their piety, and, while they drink 

injustice like water, they regard themselves as the elect in point of orthodoxy. 

Since the narrower or wider community of the peoples of the earth has developed so far that a 

violation of rights in one place is felt throughout the world, the idea of a law of world citizenship 

is no high-flown or exaggerated notion. It is a supplement to the unwritten code of the civil and 

international law, indispensable for the maintenance of the public human rights and hence also of 

perpetual peace. One cannot flatter oneself into believing one can approach this peace except 

under the condition outlined here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


